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Cuba Middle-High School

Fall 2013 Marching/Concert Band Handbook
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	Course Objectives & Philosophy
THE NATIONAL STANDARDS FOR MUSIC EDUCATION

1. Singing, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of music. 
2. Performing on instruments, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of music. 
3. Improvising melodies, variations, and accompaniments. 
4. Composing and arranging music within specified guidelines. 
5. Reading and notating music. 
6. Listening to, analyzing, and describing music. 
7. Evaluating music and music performances. 
8. Understanding relationships between music, the other arts, and disciplines outside the arts. 
9. Understanding music in relation to history and culture.

ILLINOIS LEARNING STANDARDS – FINE ARTS (State Goals 25, 26, 27)

Goal 25 – Language of the Arts – Know the Language of the Arts



A.  Understand the sensory elements, organizational principles and expressive 



qualities of the arts.

B.  Understand the similarities, distinctions and connections in and among   the arts.

Goal 26 – Creating and Performing – Through creating and performing, understand how works of art are produced

A. Understand processes, traditional tools and modern technologies used in the arts.


B.  Apply skills and knowledge to create and perform in one or more of the

                    arts. 

Goal 27 – Arts and Civilization – Understand the role of arts in civilizations past and present


A. Analyze how the arts function in history, society and everyday life.


B. Understand how the arts shape and reflect history, society and everyday life. 

	


Performance & Rehearsal Schedule

Band is a performance-based class, meaning every rehearsal is leading toward a performance of some kind. All students must attend all scheduled performances and rehearsals. Below is a list of scheduled performances for the fall semester, while a full-year schedule will be available through the classroom website:

August 23 (F): Home Scrimmage, Cuba, 7:00pm (???)

September 6 (F): Home Game vs Knoxville, Cuba, 7:00pm**

September 14 (S): Canton Friendship Festival Parade (w/Lewistown), Canton, TBA**

September 20 (F): Home Game vs Abingdon, Cuba, 7:00pm**

September 27 (F): Homecoming Parade & Game vs BPC, Cuba, 7:00pm**

October 12 (S): WIU Homecoming Parade and Football Game, 9am – 6pm, WIU (Macomb)**

October 14 (M): IMEA All-District/All-State Auditions, All Day, PORTA HS

October 19 (S): WIU Marching Band Classic, Afternoon/Evening, WIU (Macomb)

November 2 (S): IMEA All-District Festival, All Day, WIU (Macomb)

December 4 (W): 5 – 12 Bands Winter Concert, 7:00pm, MHS Gym**
**ALL Home (Cuba) Football Games, Parades, and the Winter Concert are REQUIRED attendance, and count for every student’s grade (see Grading Policy below). Any absence must first be cleared by Mr. Schweizer (See Grading Policy for further details). Every member of any ensemble is vital to our success, and absences do nothing but make it harder to put on a good performance. Please, make a conscious effort to clear your schedules on these dates.

Other activities (workshops, auditions, etc.) may count toward Extra Credit, at teacher’s discretion.
Grading

The district-wide grading scale will be applied for letter grades of A through F.
Performances – ~40%

· To earn full Performance credit, a student must be on-time and prepared for every single required performance. Timeliness includes being on-time for call-times prior to the actual performance. Preparedness is being in appropriate attire (below), with all required music and materials, ready to perform to their best ability.

Classroom Participation – ~30%

· Students are required to have their music, instruments, reeds, oil, and a pencil at all times (See Required Classroom Materials). Any required disciplinary action will result in a loss of participation points (below).

Tests/Quizzes/Homework – ~20%

· This includes playing and written assessments, Semester Exams (if not exempt), weekly journal entries.

Lessons and Sectionals - ~10%

· Every student will be required to come in after school a minimum of TWICE per nine-weeks for the following:

· ONE lesson in a one-on-one setting with Mr. S to work on marching band/winter concert music, scales, and any other required or optional materials so each student receives individualized instruction to aid in playing technique and to address progress.

· ONE sectional with the rest of that student’s section (i.e. all flutes at the same time) where required music will be rehearsed and a greater focus can be placed on that specific section’s intonation, balance and blend.
Mr. S’s Discipline Procedure

1st Offense – Warning, phone call home, partial loss of participation points
2nd Offense – 30 minute lunch or after school detention, phone call home, further loss of participation points
3rd Offense – Office Referral, full loss of participation points
Further Offenses will include Office Referrals and may result in removal from class
Absence & Conflict Policies
Unexcused Absences


Any unexcused absence will result in a grade of 0% for that performance, significantly lowering that student’s grade. If a student misses more than 1 performance in any semester for unexcused reasons, he/she may be dismissed from the band program. Most absences will be unexcused, except as follows. If transportation is an issue, please address this prior so students may secure rides to/from performances. No makeup work will be assigned for unexcused absences.
Excused Absences


Excused absences from performance include the following: death in the immediate family, severe illness, and emergency situations. Any other reason for absence (work, family trip, out of town, etc.) is unexcused. In order for an absence to be considered for excusal, Mr. S MUST RECEIVE NOTIFICATION PRIOR (except in the case of an emergency) TO THE PERFORMANCE. Makeup work may be assigned, depending on the circumstances, for excused absences.
Illness: Mr. S must be notified of an absence due to illness, even if that student is absent from school the day of the performance. If a student misses school Friday and there is a weekend performance, that student WILL be able to participate and WILL be held responsible for attending the event. A doctor’s note may be required for absence due to illness, especially if prolonged.
Schedule Conflicts between band and other Cuba/North Fulton activities or sports

Students are required to notify Mr. S AT LEAST THREE WEEKS IN ADVANCE of any conflict between band and another Cuba/North Fulton activity/sport. If there is a conflict between any band performances/rehearsals and sport or activity games/meets/practices, here are the policies in place:

1. Another activity has practice at the same time as a band performance: Student attends BAND PERFORMANCE.

2. Band rehearsal at the same time as another activity game/meet: Student attends ACTIVITY GAME/MEET.

3. Band performance at the same time as another activity game/meet or band rehearsal at the same time as another practice: Mr. S, coach(es), and administrators work together to find how time should be split up fairly.

POLICIES FOR BAND/DANCE FORCE/CHEERLEADERS/FOOTBALL PLAYERS AT HOME (CUBA) GAMES: 

· Varsity football players are excused from all home game performances

· Cheerleaders and Dance Force members are excused from the first half of each football game as a part of the pep band (unless they would like to play in the band instead and it is cleared by their coach/sponsor) but are REQUIRED to perform with the band for our halftime show.

· JV football players will be required to attend every aspect of the band’s role in a varsity football game.
Performance Attire
Marching Band: 
· Black gloves – $2  (purchased through the school)

· Black shoes – Purchase on own (Mr. S recommends DrillMasters or Viper Marching Shoes)
· LONG black socks – purchase on own

· ABSOLUTELY NO ANKLE-LENGTH OR ANY OTHER COLOR

· Black dress pants – Purchase on own

· NO BLACK JEANS OR PANTS OF ANY OTHER COLOR

· Students are assigned uniform coats, and notes are taken on the uniform’s condition at the time they are received. Any damage found to be caused by the student (intentional or out of neglect) at the end of the season may result in fines for repair/replacement.

Concert Band: Uniform NOT provided by school

· Red, Black, or White dress shirt (button-down, polo, blouse, etc.)

· Black dress pants/skirt

· Black socks/hose

· Black shoes (may use marching shoes for this!)
Required Classroom Materials
All students will be required to have the following materials with them at all times in-class:

· Pencil

· Writing in music in pen is not allowed and will require replacement of that music

· Music Folder (provided) w/ music in it

· Or lyre and flip-folder for marching band

· 1 spiral-bound notebook for keeping weekly journals, not to leave classroom

· Shoes for marching (NO SANDALS) outside during class

· Reeds (woodwinds) and Valve/Slide Oil (brass)

· Regardless of the instrument each student uses being owned by that student, or being borrowed from the school, each student is required to purchase these materials and to keep their instrument in good working condition. Slide/valve oil and reeds will NOT be provided, and any malfunction in an instrument must be immediately reported so it may be repaired. Any unreported damage or damage caused to a Cuba-owned instrument will result in repairs being charged directly to the student responsible for the instrument. Cuba goes directly through The Music Shoppe, Inc. for all repairs and ordering, and a representative visits the school every Monday.

· To order supplies, you may visit www.themusicshoppe.com, and they will ship orders directly to the school, free of shipping, or to your house. Or, orders may be placed over the phone at (309) 452-7436.
Contact Information
Mr. Ben Schweizer, Music Director

E-MAIL bschweizer@cusd3.net

OFFICE PHONE # 785-5023 x1204
WEBSITE http://bschweizer.weebly.com/ 
The best way to get in touch with me is via email or through the website.
The Cuba Music Department is also on Facebook, so “Like” our page when you get a chance
All Music Opportunities at Cuba
Marching/Concert Bands

In the fall, all MHS band members play at all home (Cuba) football games as a pep band for the first half of games, and then march a halftime field show. Other Marching Band performances include parades and field show/parade competitions. Due to the physical nature of marching band, those enrolled in band are exempt from PE during the fall semester (HS only). After October, the band moves indoors for Concert Band. Concerts include a Winter Concert, usually in December, and a Spring Concert, usually in April, though there are other performance opportunities available. Marching/Concert Band is open to all MHS students with previous band experience, or at the approval of the director.
Concert Choirs
The Middle and Senior Choirs perform a wide variety of music, from early Renaissance to modern jazz, pop, and musical theater, and everything in between. Concerts include a Winter Concert, usually in December, and a Spring Concert, usually in April, though there are other performance opportunities available. Chorus is open to all MHS students, with or without experience.
Steel Band


The only extra-curricular ensembles currently offered, the Steel Bands form in October and run through April, meeting once per week, either before or after school, and performing on the Winter and Spring Concerts, with other performance opportunities available. There is one middle school ensemble and one high school ensemble. Students learn technique in playing these Caribbean-born steel pans, as well as the styles typically played on them. Drum set, auxiliary percussion, mallet percussion/keyboard, guitar and bass guitar players are also welcome. Steel Band is open to all MHS students who can read music, though auditions may be required if there is a high enough interest.
Elementary Music Mentor Program


This is a volunteer/extra-credit opportunity for all MHS band students to donate time after school, helping 5th and 6th grade band students practice. It is a great way to re-solidify a more advanced student’s basic skills, and helps establish ownership of our music program by aiding younger students in improving. Interested students will meet with Mr. Schweizer to discuss expectations and schedules.
IMEA All-District & All-State


Auditions for these ensembles take place on Columbus Day in October. Selected students will then sing or play in the All-District Choirs, Bands or Orchestras at a day-long festival in November. Juniors and Seniors scoring amongst the top of the District ensembles may be selected to participate in the All-State festival ensembles, which is a 3-day long festival in Peoria, which concludes with a concert in the Civic Center Arena. Students must be enrolled in band/chorus in the fall to audition for District, and must be enrolled in band/chorus in the spring to participate at the State level in January.
IESA/IHSA Solo & Ensemble Contest


In the spring, students prepare a solo or participate in a small ensemble (2 – 8) and perform for a judge, receiving feedback and a score on their performance. Students will rehearse with Mr. Schweizer and their accompanist (if needed) leading up to the contest date. Students must demonstrate proficiency in voice or their instrument to be allowed to participate.
Band Permission Form
This page is an assignment and is to be filled out and returned by August 27. NOTE – After August 27, students that have not turned in this form will not be allowed to participate in any extra (outside the school day) performances and will receive automatic zeros for these events.
I HAVE READ AND UNDERSTAND THE EXPECTATIONS OF THE CUBA MHS BANDS PRESENTED IN THE PREVIOUS 5 PRINTED PAGES, INCLUDING SCHEDULES, PERFORMANCE AND CLASSROOM REQUIREMENTS, AND GRADING PROCEDURES
Student Name:  


Student Signature:  
Date _________
Parent/Guardian name:  


Parent/Guardian signature:  
Date _________
Home Phone:  


Cell Phone:  


Email Address:  

Emergency contact: ______________________________ Relation to student: _____________

Home Phone: _____________________ Cell Phone: ___________________
Comments or questions:

(Mr. Schweizer reserves the right to make alterations to this syllabus, including addition, subtraction or change to performances, with notice to all students and parents)
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